REMARKS 



Applicants have carefully considered the matters 
raised by the Examiner in the outstanding Office Action but 
remain of the position that patentable subject matter is 
present. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration 
of the Examiner' s position based on the amendments to the 
claims, the amendments to the drawings and the following 
remarks . 

The claims in the Application are 2, 10, 27, 37 and 
38, all other claims having been cancelled. Claims 2, 10, 
27, 37 and 38 had been rejected under 35 USC 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite. The drawings had also been 
objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a) for failing to show every 
feature of the claimed invention. 

The Examiner had stated that it is unclear how the 
"crushing device'' of claim 10 differs from the "crushing 
means" of claim 2 and how the "fusing means" of claim 27 
differs from the "fusing means" of claim 2. In this 
regard, Applicants have deleted reference to the "crushing 
device" of claim 10 and the "fusing means" of claim 27. 



The Examiner had also stated that the following items 
are not shown in the Figures: the "means for crushing", 
"separating means", "fusing means" and "means to recover 
valent metals" of claim 2; the "cooling device" and 
"crushing device" of claim 10; the "rare earth metal 
removing means", "drying means" and "fusing means" of claim 
27; the "means for crushing", "separating means", 
"oxidizing means" and "means to recover valent metals" of 
claim 37; and the "means for crushing", "separating means", 
"reduction fusing device", "decarbonizing device" and 
"means to recover valent metals" of claim 38. 

Applicants respectfully submit that these items are 
illustrated in the drawings. Figure 1 illustrates the 
recovering system of the present invention. As illustrated 
in Figure 1, the recovering system is composed of ten 
processes. These ten processes contain a cooling process 
and a crushing process, among other things. 

The ten processes illustrated in Figure 1 are 
incorporated by reference into anode, cathode separating 
process 201 of Figure 2, mechanical separation process 301 
of Figure 3, and anode, cathode separating process 501 of 
Figure 6. As explained at page 23, paragraph 4, the 
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separation of the cathode material and the anode material 
in Figure 2 is done according to the separation process of 
the first embodiment. The first embodiment of the 
invention is illustrated in Figure 1 (page 11 , paragraph 
3) . Thus, Applicants submit that Figure 2 of the 
Application, as well as Figures 3 and 6, adequately refer 
to and incorporate the separation process of Figure 1 which 
includes a cooling means and a crushing means. 

As a result of the reference to Figure 1 in Figures 2, 
3 and 6, Applicants submit that all elements of claims 2, 
10, 27, 37 and 38 are illustrated in the drawings. 

Specifically, the "means for crushing" (anode, cathode 
separating process 201 of Fig. 2 and Fig. 1), "separating 
means" (anode, cathode separating process 201 of Fig. 2 and 
Fig. 1), "fusing means" (illustrated in Fig. 2), and "means 
to recover valent metals" (illustrated in Fig. 2) of claim 
2 are shown in the drawings. 

The "cooling device" (anode, cathode separating 
process 201 of Fig. 2 and Fig. 1) of claim 10 is shown in 
the drawings. The "crushing device" of claim 10 has been 
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deleted as it appears in claim 2 from which claim 10 
depends . 

With regard to claim 27, Applicants have enclosed a 
replacement drawing for Figure 5. Figure 5 now illustrates 
a "drying process" before the "fusing process" in 
accordance with claim 27. Support for this amendment can 
be found at page 31 , paragraph 1. The "rare earth element 
removing means" (acid dissolving process 402 of Fig. 5) and 
"drying means" (illustrated in Fig. 5) are shown in the 
drawings. The "fusing means" of claim 27 has been deleted 
as it appears in claim 2 from which claim 27 depends. 

The "means for crushing" (mechanical separation 
process 301 of Fig. 3 and Fig.. 1) , "separating means" 
(mechanical separation process 301 of Fig. 3 and Fig. 1) , 
"oxidizing means" (illustrated in Figure 3) and "means to 
recover valent metals" (illustrated in Figure 3) of claim 
37 are shown in the drawings . 

The "means for crushing" (anode, cathode separating 
process 501 of Fig. 6 and Fig. 1), "separating means" 
(anode, cathode separating process 501 of Fig. 6 and Fig. 
1) , "reduction fusing device" (illustrated in Fig. 6), 
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"decarbonizing device" (illustrated in Fig. 6) and "means 
to recover valent metals" (illustrated in Fig. 6) of claim 
38 are shown in the drawings. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted 
that the application is in condition for allowance and such 
action is respectfully requested. Should any extensions of 
time or fees be necessary in order to maintain this 
Application in pending condition, appropriate requests are 
hereby made and authorization is given to debit Account # 



02-2275. 



Respectfully submitted, 



MUSERLIAN, LUCAS AND MERCANTI, LLP 



By: 




Charles A. Muserlian 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 
475 Park Avenue South 
New York, New York 
Tel. # 212-661-8000 
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